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Students’ Utilization of Dictionaries in Learning Arabic Language
ABSTRACT

The mastery of the first language and English is considered necessary for everyone. In
addition to that, the mastery of the third and fourth language is also substantial to meet the
challenges of globalization. In Malaysia, Arabic language has its own status in the society due
to its connection with Islam and its culture, and has been taught in schools and higher
institutions. There is the question however, on the extent to which students could
comprehend this language, and the tool they have used to master it. There are many ways to
achieve fluency and competency of Arabic language. The dictionary is considered as the most
important tools for learning. The preliminary studies conducted by researchers at a
university, have found that students rarely take advantage of the dictionary for several reasons
including: having difficulty in finding words and lack of guidance in taking advantage of the
information from the dictionary, although it has always been playing an important role in
language teaching. It is also full of information about the grammatical, morphological and
semantic aspects of the language. This study therefore, attempts to show how dictionaries
can be used effectively and efficiently. The dictionaries also can be used to illustrate the
relation between spelling, pronunciation, grammar and meaning, which is fundamental since
the integration of these areas in is crucial for effective learning. Finally, this research provides
some ways to take advantage of the dictionaries through enhanced language exercises that
can be used in teaching Arabic as a foreign language.

Keywords: utilize, dictionary, learning, Arabic language, exercises
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