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Teaching Religious Subjects via Second Language by CLIL Approach
in Malaysia: Issues and Challenges

ABSTRACT

Islamic Education and Arabic have a very close relationship. Study the knowledge of
Islam is incomplete without learning the Arabic language. On this basis has become a
tradition in the study of Islamic sciences should pursue Arabic. This is because the
main references and sources of Islamic sciences written in Arabic. In Malaysia Islamic
education and Arabic language has been established for a long time. A combination of
learning sciences of Islam with the Arabic language has become a necessity. This
situation still remained in the Islamic education system, especially in religious schools.
But in recent years the issue of vulnerability Arabic students has always been a topic of
discussion although students are exposed to texts in Arabic of Islamic education
subjects and also in the subjects of Arabic language itself. Among the causes of this
problem is the use of a less appropriate teaching approach, especially in teaching
subjects of Islamic education in Arabic. Studies show that teachers are more likely to
use the translation method due to several factors. In this paper the authors try to
discuss CLIL approach which is increasingly popular in Europe and it proved to have a
positive impact on students in Malaysia. This approach has a two-pronged approach in
which the students can learn the lesson content and language unconsciously at the same
time. But its implementation has challenges to be faced.
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